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MAINSAIL CHARTERS & RESEARCH, LLC

COURSE OFFERINGS

POLICY AND PROCEDURES
The objectives of the courses of sailing instruction offered by MainSail Charters & Research, LLC vary according to the course the student is taking.  The basic overall objective however, is to increase the self-confidence of the individual sailing student.

COURSES OFFERED

"Your Personal Boat Instruction"

Sailing on your personal boat, our Instructors provide you with knowledge and the ability to allow you to learn your boat. We will work with you to help you to gain confidence and knowledge of your boat, how it sails and how it feels underway. MSC&R can provide you with instruction using our Introduction to sailing program package, or working with you, we will develop a course of sailing instruction that is best suited for your particular need. 

The following Courses of Instructions are also offered for those wanting to sail a larger vessel.

"Beginning Sailing" - For the novice who has never been on a sail boat or who has but has only been weight on board and is tired of that role and wants to learn what sailing is and how to go about doing it. Course coverage includes:

· Learning the parts of the boat

· Points of Sail 

· Use of the Wind to make the boat go

· Boat handling under sail

· Boat handling under power
BEGINNERS SAILING

Learn the basics of sailing.  Tuition: $450.00 per person.  If two or more individuals sign-up together, there is a $50.00 per person reduction in price.  Military (active/retired), EMS, Police and Fire Service personnel receive an automatic $50.00 discount.
This is a two day course which may be taken over the weekend or during the week.  Students may elect to stay overnight on Dream Catcher or appear daily at the dock.  
The course will go from 0900 to 1700 hours each day.  The course duration may be extended based on weather conditions at the discretion of the Captain and unanimous consent of the students.  In the event the course day needs to be shortened at the discretion of the course instructor due to weather conditions or other events, a make-up day will be scheduled at no additional expense.

"WOW!! That is a Big Boat"

BIG BOATS and BASIC SAILING 

This course is to update known sailing basics and to acquaint the student with additional basic sailing techniques affiliated with the operation of a larger boat.  At the end of the course the student should be capable of operating  an auxiliary sailboat between 30 and 45 feet safely in fair weather and moderate winds on local and inland waters both as skipper and crew during daylight hours. The student may expect to encounter moderate sea and wind conditions during this course. 

Tuition: $450.00 per person.  If two or more individuals sign-up together, there is a $50.00 per person reduction in price.  Military (active/retired), EMS, Police and Fire Service personnel receive an automatic $50.00 discount.
This is a two day course which may be taken over the weekend or during the week.  Students may elect to stay overnight on Dream Catcher or appear daily at the dock.  
The course will go from 0900 to 1700 hours each day.  The course duration may be extended based on weather conditions at the discretion of the Captain and unanimous consent of the students.  In the event the course day needs to be shortened at the discretion of the course instructor due to weather conditions or other events, a make-up day will be scheduled at no additional expense.

The WOW! That’s a Big Boat charter is a learn as you go Chartered sailing trip aboard Mainsail Charters and Research sailing vessel “DreamCatcher”. Designed for those who have sailed small boats, this charter takes you through the intricacies of a large sailing vessel as you charter sail the Chesapeake Bay from the Rhode River on the western shore of the Chesapeake Bay. 

· Working together as a crew and communications among the crew

· Basic sailing terminology that is used on the boat, as well as some non-sailing terms which can substitute for that new language you are trying to acquire 

· Reviewing parts of the boat 

· Rigging

· Boating safety - at the dock and safety at sea 

· Leaving the dock or mooring

· Points-of-Sail 

· Going from point A to point B to point C and doing so no matter what the direction or condition of the wind. 

· General knowledge of the rules of the road.
· Navigational Markers

· Piloting and Navigation

· Man overboard procedures will be taught as well.

· Practical and written exams are given during the course

*****************************************************************

"Navigation and Piloting" - In this course, using charts only, you will learn basic navigation and piloting skills so as to be able to plot your course as you are proceeding to a number of different destinations around the bay in daylight hours. The course is part class room instruction and then practice of practical on-the-water piloting and navigation skills. You will learn basic piloting skills and plot a course or courses in the class-room environment. Thereafter you will then sail/motor that course while navigating and recording your course on charts so as to compare with your original plotted course. 

NOTE: This is not a full and complete navigation class. Uses of sextants are not covered. GPS skills are not covered (hey - when the satellites go down, GPS won't be around).
TUITION:  $550.00 per person.

Military (active/retired), EMS, Police and Fire Service personnel receive an automatic $50.00 discount.
****************************************************************************************************

TEAM BUILDING 

The effectively and safe operation of a larger sailboat requires that people work together - i.e. it takes teamwork. MainSail Charters & Research, LLC is now offering a two day team building opportunity aboard the sailing vessel DreamCatcher. Attendance is limited to six individuals. The course is designed to develope further team skills which demonstrate the needs and requirements to rely on other individuals inorder to get a job completed. Successfully completed, students will have learned the need to rely on others and take away skills that can be used elsewhere in the business community. Communications - both written and verbal is stressed. Participation is open to any individual and is not limited to those who already know how to sail.

Participants will be required to bring their lunches. Water and ice is provided on the boat.

Costs: $500.00 per person - minimum of 4 people
***************************************************************************************************
Overnight Stay:

If the student elects to stay overnight, costs for an overnight stay is $50.00 per person.  Evening meals are not furnished as part of the course.  There are a number of restaurants in the vicinity.  During the overnight stay, Dream Catcher will be berthed at Holiday Hill Marina, on White Marsh Creek off the Rhode River, Mayo, Maryland.

ALL COURSES

Cancellation/Reschedule Policy

In the event of in-climate weather, determined by the instructor, the course may be re-scheduled either as a full re-schedule or by individual days.  The instructor may also halt the course during the term of instruction should in-climate weather arise.  Rescheduling of classes will be negotiated. 

Cancellation may occur in the event of violent / severe weather or issuance of small craft warnings by the National Weather Service.  

All consideration will be given to the student to notify of a cancellation prior to the class schedule.  Students are advised to watch the weather and call an hour and one half before scheduled beginning time if it appears in climate weather is approaching.  Students will be notified by 0730 hours on the day of the class if a cancellation is occurring or immanent.  The instructor reserves the right to cancel the course at any time, when winds exceed 20 knots, and  to reschedule the course based on the time of cancellation.  All efforts shall be made to continue the course through to completion.

Student Instructor Ratio

A maximum of six persons will attend any of the above listed course offerings..

Payment and Refund Schedule:  At the time you sign up for the course and have been scheduled, a 50% deposit is due at the time. The remainder of your tuition is required within 5 business days prior to the start of the course.  Check, cash, credit card check or PayPal will be accepted for both the deposit, the remainder of the course fee and/or the full tuition. 
If a student is unable to attend the course, a full refund of the deposit or course fee (which ever is paid) will be given provided that you notify us 7 days prior to the scheduled start of your training.  Thereafter, should there be a cancellation on the part of the student without rescheduling at a later date; there will be no refund of the deposit.  In the event the full amount of the course has been paid, a 50% refund will be given.
Upon starting the course, in the event of the on-set of in-climate weather or other event resulting in the need to terminate the class that day and you elect to not further pursue the course by rescheduling, a 25% refund will be given.  
MainSail Charters & Research, LLC will gladly work with the student to re-schedule at his or her convenience.  We want you to learn to sail.  
What to bring.

Except for the absolute worst of conditions, the student can expect to sail whether it is raining or not.  Consequently, rain gear should be considered essential.  As it is hot and sunny at times, sunscreen and a hat are essential.  Gloves should be considered.  Dress appropriately.  In the summer, light colored loose fitting clothing is comfortable and should be considered.  Tennis shoes, boat shoes or similar foot wear is acceptable.  As the deck may be wet and slippery, a good sole on the shoe is advisable.  Do not wear slick sole shoes if something else is available.  Flip flops and crocs are also acceptable.  

DO NOT WEAR BLACK SOLE SHOES and if you bring them, they will not be allowed to be worn while on the boat.
Food and Beverages:

The student should bring his or her own lunch for the first day.  Water and soft drinks and ice will be provided by the Instructor.  NO Alcoholic beverages will be allowed during the duration of the course.  For those who choose to stay over, while the boat is at anchor, moderate alcohol consumption, at/to the discretion of the instructor, will be allowed.  If during this time, the Captain determines that alcoholic consumption has exceeded safe margins, the consumers will be asked to stop.  Failure on the part of the consumer in question, to stop will result in an expulsion from the course with no refund of fees.
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